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Risk
“A Leap to Faith“
Themed ministry is a tool that adds vitality to our journey by aligning our
conversation across all the different ministries in the church.
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This Sunday, March 5th
Scrumptious Pancake Breakfast starts at 10am for all ages!!
Full Faith Development classes are offered for children/
youth beginning at 10:30 am. All those who turn in their annual
pledge form this Sunday will be eligible for the dinner basket
drawing! Your Fantastic Finance Team produces this FUN morning. There’ll be special Music by the SUUpremes, Blue Boat
Home, and the Columbine Chancel Choir. Don’t miss it!
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Worship for the month of March
Theme: Risk
Slogan: A Leap to Faith

March 5th, 10:00am (note the 30-minutes-earlier start for this Sunday!) — “All Used Up!”
George Bernard Shaw says: “I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I
work the more I live…[Life] is a sort of splendid torch which I have got hold of the moment, and I
want to make it burn as brightly as possible before handing it on to future generations.” What
would life be like if we each used ALL that life has given us to make life better for ourselves and
others? Celebrate your chance to respond by strengthening our ability to be here for ourselves
and others in the future. No contribution is too small. You are more important than ever!
Scrumptious Pancake Breakfast starts at 10am for all ages!!
Program for adults starts at 10:30 am. Full Faith Development classes are offered for children/youth beginning at 10:30
am. All those who turn in their annual pledge form this Sunday will
be eligible for the dinner basket drawing! Your Fantastic Finance
Team produces this FUN morning. There’ll be special Music by the
SUUpremes, Blue Boat Home, and the Columbine Chancel Choir.
Don’t miss it!
March 12th, 10:30am — The Risk to Belong: The Second Service
Experiment
Often in life we are plagued by the fear of taking a risk. What would it take to overcome
risk aversion? In April, we will be launching a grand experiment that has the potential to take this
congregation to the next level. We are making room even when it seems like there is no more
room to be had. Please answer the call to share this spiritual home with all the many who are
coming to be a part of our community! Come learn how. Rev. Julia speaks.
March 19th, 10:30am — Ring Out, Speak Out
Progressives have often been good at basing their choices on hope rather than fear. Yet,
we have often focused on how we resist injustice rather than how we build justice. What does it
mean to grapple with the progress of social change and the seemingly unrelenting resilience of
evil to reassert itself generation after generation? Come explore. Please stay after the service for
a “cottage meeting” to receive more detailed information about going to two-service Sundays. This will be a great time to ask questions and dialogue about this trial period beginning in
April.
March 26th, 10:30am — “On Love and Laughter”
Fairy tales, films, and literature all make it seem that a person has to be perfect in every
way in order to be loved. Hear about a life-changing experience that helped a person learn
that risking real love has a lot to do with forgiveness of imperfection and that laughter is part of
that forgiveness: “Laughter is the divine oil that keeps the engines of love from freezing up.”
Guest Speaker, is a lifelong UU and former English professor who has also been a New York
City cabdriver, a radioman in the U.S. Coast Guard, an electronic technician on a railroad, and
the owner of a telecommunications business. He is currently retired, living in Niwot CO, and a
member of Boulder Valley UU. He has given many sermons at UU churches over the years and
looks forward to his first gig at Columbine!
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Rev. Julia McKay, MA, M.Div.
Dear Columbine Family,
There is risk in staying the
same. There is risk in
growing.
Both
have
consequences.
This is
true for individual persons, relationships, and
organizations.
One of my favorite sayings goes like this:
“…and then the day came
when the risk to remain
tight, in a bud, became more
painful than the risk it took
to blossom…”
(Just FYI - this short poem has often been attributed to 20th Century bohemian writer,
Anais Nin, but has since been correctly attributed to Elizabeth Appell, who wrote it in
1979 as a marketing tagline for John F Kennedy University in Orinda, CA)
To me this sums up what it takes to grow —
that staying tightly wrapped up in “a bud” (in
other words, remaining safely in one’s known
sphere) becomes more painful than popping
out into one’s full, showy aliveness.
In business acumen, this phenomenon is
called “perturbation.” In other words, some
limit we keep bumping up against literally irritates us enough to cause a desire for growth.
There must be enough of something poking
at us that we are motivated to expand — so
much discomfort at staying “tight in a bud”
that we begin to look for ways to “blossom.”
When have you felt this perturbation in your
life? What was the thing that finally caused
you to step out into the unknown? Do you
feel that you have blossomed yet, or that
your life has blossomed yet? Do you feel that
our congregation’s life has fully blossomed?

To me, a bud is like a child. A new born. It is
not ready to bloom yet. But, at some point, it
either blooms or dies. What are the factors
that cause a bud to blossom? Here are some
http://
answers
according
to
www.gardenguides.com:
“In general, it is the need to reproduce that
causes a flower to bloom. How that process is
triggered differs from specie to specie. Flower
buds form in reaction to different occurrences. The plant may be mature enough to put
the energy required into flower and seed formation. The plant senses a coming winter in
response to lengthening night periods. The
plant experiences a cold period which stimulates growth toward maturity. The plant senses the coming of spring by the shortening
night periods. In some cases, the plant senses
it will die and only then flowers and produces
seed…”
Whether it is the impending winter, a cold
snap, shorter nights, or a sense that it will die if
it does not mature — the plant is almost
pushed to flower by these forces of nature
that disturb and excite it enough to grow. It
seems that nature has this built-in need or impulse to create, to reproduce, to make more
beautiful its life. We are part and parcel of a
natural world that is constructed this way.
Hence, we too, have an underlying impulse
to grow and mature.
So what then is the aversion to growth and
change?
And where does that come

from?
First, it can be human anxiety that is associated with possible poor outcomes. We
ask ourselves, “What if it doesn’t work
out?” We can also become afraid, maybe of being betrayed. But, writer C.S.
Lewis chants about the consequences of
not risking:
Continued on Page 4
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Rev. Julia McKay, MA, M.Div.
faith — because there will be growth happening that we
cannot see…because growth will eventually happen…
because growth is the nature of life. Eventually, the harvest comes. In the end, because of the leap to faith that
is taken, we are able to beautifully build some of the life
we have dreamt of creating.

Continued from page 3

“Love anything and your heart will be wrung and possibly
broken. If you want to keep it intact you must give it to no
one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with
hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements. Lock it
up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in
that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It And, so we will. We will stay the course. We will lift up
will not be broken; it will become unbreakable.”
what we value. We will put energy into boldly building our
community of love and justice making.
We will
The consequence of not growing is the pain of a locked “reproduce.” We will flower. We will blossom — because
up heart, mind, soul, and body.
the pain of remaining tightly wound up in a bud is a more
profound (and different kind of) pain, than the pain it
Secondly, growth may not happen because the condi- takes to blossom.
tions may not be quite exactly right. In Marge Piercy’s poem, The Seven of Pentacles, she describes what it takes Please join me and Columbine Leaders at the Cottage
Meeting after the worship service on March 19th to gain
for growth to occur:
more information about how we are growing and chang“If you tend them properly, if you mulch, if you water,
ing by experimenting with a second worship service on
if you provide birds that eat insects a home and winter Sunday mornings from mid-April through mid-June.
food,
if the sun shines and you pick off caterpillars,
So may we bloom, my friends, as individuals and as a
if the praying mantis comes and the ladybugs and the
community ~
bees, then the plants flourish, but at their own internal
clock.”
With love,
Piercy says that growth may or may not happen EVEN if
we do everything right. There is so much to admit we
don’t have control over. Yet, she tells us we must do the
things that foster the conditions for growth anyway — in

Rev J

You Are Invited!! Worship Associate Training
Come and learn how to lead service, hold sacred
space, and create meaningful community worship!
Tomorrow, Saturday, March 4th 9-1, at Columbine
UU Church, join us for Worship Associate Training. Contact Rev Julia McKay for more information.
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President’s Column
The Board, Shared Ministry Team, Leadership
Development
Team,
and Rev. Julia started
periodic Columbine UU
Leadership Working Sessions to facilitate sharing information from the
three elected Teams and to further collaborate on items of shared interest. Last
month we revised the Columbine UU organization chart to better define the reporting structure which resulted in four primary functions reporting to the Congregation: Governance (Board of Trustees),
Leadership Development, Ministry Programs, and Professional Leadership (Rev.
Julia and our professional staff). Cris has a
copy of the revised organization chart
should you want a copy.

Ken Powers

Rev. Julia is reviewing the option of initiating a “pilot” of providing two services
each Sunday. She will brief the Board at
our March meeting so that we can decide if it is feasible to implement the pilot
for a few months. Rev. Julia is working
with the Worship, Faith Development, Music, and other Teams during this planning
process.
Judy Kary, Carol Steele, and I are in determining a recommendation for the Congregation on whether we should proceed
with the process of possibly purchasing
the vacant lot next to church. We have
held discussions with Foothills Parks & Recreation, Jefferson County Planning & Zoning Department, Jefferson County Open
Space Department, and a realtor. We will
be reaching our conclusion soon.
Be happy and safe!

Treasurer’s Note
March 5th is the day!
10:00 a.m. Sharp! Come
one, come all!!!
The
agenda includes, pancake breakfast, entertainment by both
Blue Boat Home, the SUUpremes and a
guest Anthem Choir! Testimonials, information regarding our Time, Talent and
Treasure! An event that you should not
miss!

Our pledge drive has begun!
Familiar national organizations such as the
ACLU or Planned Parenthood, searching
for support cannot do what our congregation does for itself and others in caring
for our people and mobilizing externally…
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Pauline Hopkins

or in offering literal sanctuary. In order for
our congregation to do the important
work we are called to do, to hold our
piece of the puzzle of a broader beloved
community, we need a vibrant and enriched mission budget. We hope you will
consider this in your own pledging this
year and will help our congregation to do
the same.
Ours is a caring community, a place to
find solace, grounding in our values, a
broader perspective, and hope for the
future – this warmth and human connection is difficult to find anywhere else.
See you in church!

Faith DevelopmentAshley Johnson
When I attended the Brainstorming “Get
together”
for
the topic of
Risk,
I
was
moved by the
contributions of
Columbine
Church's members. I entered the gathering with preconceived ideas about risk: whether I
liked risk or not, or whether risk was "good"
or "bad.” However, I was moved by questions such as: "When you think about a risk
you took, what was in place around you
that made that risk possible?" I thought
about things that I needed when I took
risks, like having a supportive teacher by
my side, inherent courage, people cheering me on, or physical support (food or
physical touch). I listened to what others'
experiences were and what the people
around me needed. I found that we were
similar in some ways and I was reminded
of how we are different in others. I was
reminded that in order to take risk, I need
people who love me, care for me, and
champion me. I have a hunch I'm not
alone in needing that…and not alone in
experiencing that support at Columbine
UU Church.
It made me grateful to be part of
a church community where topics like
this aren't just discussed, but held open
for people to explore and experience
deep transformation. This event was a fun
and moving experience open to all. It inspired everyone there to think about upcoming themes in new ways, and about
contributing to the creation of Faith Development and worship.

Do come to the next theme
“Brainstorm "Get-together". I can't promise deep transformation for all, but I do
think you'll enjoy it. It will also get you connected with other Columbine UU Church
members, essential for our well-being…
our own and that of our church.
Connecting with others like this
made me feel more poised and ready to
take on risk in this community and as a
Unitarian Universalist person of faith. For
example, I felt more ready to engage in
discussion about the risk of growth at Columbine UU Church. I also felt more open
to taking action around supporting Jeanette and Ingrid who are in Sanctuary in
the Denver Metro Area. Feeling connected to others who were journeying around
this theme together helped me feel supported, connected and in turn, ready to
act.
Are you feeling connected at Columbine UU Church? If not, join a Circle
Supper, a Chalice Circle, and/or come to
the next Brainstorm "Get-together!” You
may be surprised what you feel able to
do…what risks you may feel ready to
take, by simply connecting.
Want to connect with children
and youth? Please let me know. One of
the best things for many adults is to connect with children, youth, and other
adults who love to journey with them. You
c a n
f i n d
m e
a t
adfd@columbineuuchurch.org. I look forward to hearing from and connecting
with you!

Membership News
Please Welcome our New Members: Sarah Chandler and her sons, Quinn
and William!
Sarah was born-and-raised UU. She grew up in the congregation of First
Jefferson UU Church in Fort Worth, Texas and recently, was a member of
All Souls Church Unitarian in Washington, DC. They have lived overseas in
Rwanda, Australia, China and Brazil. In July, Sarah and her sons moved
back to the family home of Buffalo Creek, Colorado, and can be found
there most weekends.
Sarah attends church because she believes that church is a direct path
to like-minded community, the church has helped us live the life we want
to be living.
Also, as you may have noticed, Sarah is now the Editor of this newsletter.
Welcome Chandler Family!!

UU Conversations, March 12th
This is a monthly gathering for visitors or those unfamiliar with the UU faith or with Columbine UU Church.
Those interested meet in the Minister’s office following the service on the second Sunday of each month.
Rev Julia and representatives for the Membership Team are available to answer questions and explain how
a UU church works and how its values are put into action, among other topics.

We might discuss the 7 principles, or what it means to be a “Welcoming Congregation.” Please attend
whether you are a new visitor or just want more information about Columbine. Grab a cup of coffee or
tea after the service and then proceed to Rev Julia’s office.
A Big Thank You to Our Circle Supper Hosts!
Both Leslie Patten and Kathy Derrick hosted fun circle suppers
recently. These dinners provide opportunities for our congregants to come together in a more intimate setting to create
community and enrich friendships. We will be organizing another round of gatherings in June!!

Save the Date: Pathways Class, April 29th, 9-1
The next offering of this class will be April 29th, 9-1 at the church. We have created a wonderful class to help those interested in potentially becoming more engaged in our community and learning more about becoming a member. Some
of the topics covered are: UU history, our spiritual roots and current thoughts, how
our church operates, our Teams, pledging and how you would like to volunteer.
Contact sfeygaiser@comcast.net, for more information or see the sign up on the
ledge in the sanctuary.

Adult Faith Development
YOU CAN STILL JOIN THE BOOK STUDY: A POWER THAT GOVERNMENTS CANNOT
SUPPRESS
TUESDAY EVENINGS, 3 sessions left, 7-8:30 pm MARCH 14, 21, AND 28
Howard Zinn is one of America’s foremost historians of resilience and resistance. He says: “America’s future is linked to how we understand our past… By
writing, I hope to awaken a great consciousness of racial injustice, sexual bias,
class inequality, and national hubris. I also want to bring to light the unreported
resistance of people against the power of the establishment.” This course, will be
an intensive study of Howard Zinn’s findings about what makes for a powerful people’s movement and how we can be part of creating that. Come join us!
Facilitated by Rev Julia and Vera Moritz
Vera came to the US as an immigrant student in 1972. Her academic training is in
the sciences and engineering. She has worked her whole career in environmental
protection, and is active in a Quaker community in Arizona near the border.

Chalice Circles

We have started a new round of chalice circles, but there is still time
to join. Look for the signups on the ledge in the sanctuary. There are
a variety of dates and times. For more information, contact lvmirabito@aol.com or diannmanes@gmail.com.

Columbine’s 3rd Friday Film Forum
The Friday Film Forum is a faith development opportunity that is both
social and spiritual. Everyone is welcome, including young adults, but
parental discretion is advised. Movie ratings will be provided for films
that have been rated. Attendees are welcome to bring their own dinner, to eat before or during the movie. Some people bring a snack to
share, but this is totally optional. Bring your own beverage(s).
March 17th – The Imitation Game (PG-13)
Time: Film will start at 6:00 pm. Arrive at 5:45 to settle in. (Running time:
1 hr 54 min)
Synopsis: Based on the real life story of legendary cryptanalyst Alan
Turing, the film portrays three periods of his life. The first is the nail-biting
race against time by Turing and his brilliant team of code-breakers at
Britain’s top-secret Government Code and Cypher School at Bletchley
Park, during the darkest days of World War II. (From IMDb) Facilitator: Kathy Derrick

JustACT News
Metro Denver Sanctuary Coalition We Proclaim Yes! Acting to
Keep Our Communities Whole
Saturday, March 4th from 1to 3 pm at Washington Park at South
Franklin and Kentucky in Denver
Mass Action: It’s time to say YES! Say yes to Ingrid! Say yes to
Jeanette! Say YES to mothers and fathers, daughters and sons,
grandmothers and grandfathers !Say yes to our communities!
For over 30 years the United States has not passed one inclusive
Immigration law. The time of waiting, of family separation, of violence and injustice must end. It is time to act on our deepest values and in accordance with the vast majority of Americans, to
provide access to a path to citizenship, and to keep families and
communities whole.
We will meet next to the Gazebo and Picnic Area 4 then step-off with signs and banners.
Contact Maureen Flanigan for information at buckner-flanigan@juno.com.
Colfax Community Network-Share the Plate for Sunday, March 19th
Walk up the stairs behind First Presbyterian Church at 1587 Kingston Street in Denver and follow the happy noise of children laughing, playing, doing homework,
eating dinner, and you will be at Colfax Community Network. CCN isa non-profit
organization that provides services and support for families who live in the motels
along Colfax Avenue that have become temporary housing for many families
severely affected by poverty. Can you imagine being a child and your only play
area is a motel room or a parking lot?

Besides the variety of children’s programs that support healthy activities, school
success, and mentors, CCN reaches out to families by providing food and clothing, as well as basic wellness care. They also operate a food and clothing bank, work with individuals in their
efforts to secure employment and permanent housing, and help find resources during crises. For more information about the breadth of support, check their website www.colfaxcommunitynetwork.org.
Please give generously to support this worthy program that seeks to raise up individuals and families who are truly on the margins of society. If you are unable to attend the service on March 19th and would like to contribute,
please mail or deliver your check or cash to the church with the notation on it to “Colfax Community Network STP.” Thank you.
Delivery needed for Project Angel Heart
One more person needed to deliver meals for Project Angel Heart, a JustACT supported non-profit that prepares meals for people suffering from life-threatening illnesses. Just one more person to help us deliver meals can make a difference! Columbine supports this project and has a route that we deliver each week. The route
takes only about two hours every Saturday, between 12:30 and 3 pm. Drivers can
sign-up to deliver just one time every 4-6 weeks! Training and orientation is required
at the Project Angel Heart office.
For information contact Doug Eulberg at eulberg.dp@gmail.com or 303-989-2467.
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JustACT News—Cont
Want to Support Ingrid and Jeanette?
Here's How...
Many of you have stood by Ingrid and Jeanette as they
have worked to stay in the U.S. with their families. Now that
they are in sanctuary, you may be wondering what you can
do to help!

First, please sign Jeanette’s petition at:https://
action.groundswell-mvmt.org/petitions/jeanette-s-familyneeds-her. This link gives the details of her case and makes it
easy to share with friends and family. Jeanette is clear that
she is one of many suffering from an unjust system, and
these signatures demonstrate clear support for her case.
Also go to #KeepIngridHome. Jefferson County ResidentsIngrid needs letters.

Second, Jeanette and Ingrid have asked for their supporters
to give. You can fund the work of the Colorado office of
the American Friends Service Committee and the Metro
Denver Sanctuary Coalition. You will not only support both incredible mothers in sanctuary, but also a
growing movement that is resisting these injustices daily! Your gift translates into legal and professional time
on their cases.

Third, please continue to spread the word about Ingrid and Jeanette's cases to as many people you can.
Use #JeannetteBelongsHere or #JeanettePerteneceAqui and #kKeepIngridHome. The more people who
know about their cases, the more protection they have.Also, consider having some tough conversations
with the people in your life who don't understand why these mothers are in this position. You could organize
a visit with them for yourself and a few friends to drive your point home. Helpful talking points are at:
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/what-to-do-when-immigration-comes-over-familydinner.

Lastly, if you do feel so moved to bring Jeanette a meal and spend some time with her, please use
this link to sign up. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a5aa23a5f85-meal.
Do not share this link on social media, to avoid unwanted trolls. If you're not able to bring a meal, consider
sending cards to Jeanette Vizguerra, 1400 Lafayette, Denver, CO, 80218 or Ingrid Encalada De La Torre,
2280 S Columbine St., Denver, CO 80210 with words of support for them and their families. They read them
all and the kids love them too!

Columbine UU Church Book
The book chosen for the March 22nd meeting is:
Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis
by J.D. Vance
Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of poor, white Americans. The disintegration of this group, a
process that has been slowly occurring now for over forty years, has
been reported with growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. In Hillbilly Elegy,
J.D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class
decline feels like when you were born with it hanging around your
neck.
The discussion will begin at the church at 7:30pm. Dessert and facilitation will be organized by Darrell Dodge.
6:00 Dinner at Hogback BBQ,7986 S Depew St, RSVP to S. Stein

The book chosen for April 26th
Rules of Civility by Amor Towles
In a jazz bar on the last night of 1937, watching a quartet because she
couldn't afford to see the whole ensemble, there were certain things
Katey Kontent knew. By the end of the year she'd learned - how to
launch a paper airplane high over Park Avenue, how to live like a redhead, and how to insist upon the very best.

Musical Open Mic Night!
Saturday, April 1
7:00p.m. at CUUC
No Charge — No Early Sign-Up Required! Come to perform...or to listen. Please
bring your own beverage and a snack to share. Invite your friends and enjoy an
evening of music organized by Blue Boat Home.
Contact Kathy Derrick, kthyderrick@gmail.com, if you have questions.
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